
 

LONDON HIGH SCHOOL AND UIL ACADEMICS 
 
We are so happy you are interested in LHS academics!!! Review the following information to see how 
you can be involved in LHS academics and do your best! 
 
Being involved in extra-curricular events is a privilege, not a right. Only those students who abide by 
school policies and who exemplify the high standards of excellence—in academics and in responsible 
behavior—will be allowed to represent London I.S.D. 
 
When you sign up for extra-curricular academic events, you become a member of a team. You are, in 
effect, making a commitment to the team and are, therefore, obligated to follow rules and regulations of 
the University Interscholastic League, of your school, and of your academic coach. You are not forced 
to participate. Participation is voluntary; therefore, you are expected to follow the rules. 
 
RESPECT is key. Respect yourself, your teammates, and your coaches, as well as other students you 
encounter from other schools. 
 

IN  ORDER  TO  PARTICIPATE 
 
Academic Eligibility—must maintain a grade of 70 or higher in all classes 
Discipline Eligibility—must have no in-school suspension or off-campus suspension from school 
Release Form—the UIL release form completed, signed, and returned 
Attendance—consistently attending required practices, rehearsals, practice meets, and prioritizing 
district and post-district competitions  
 

IMPORTANT  PHONE NUMBERS 
 
SCHOOL PHONE NUMBER:  361-855-0092 
SCHOOL FAX NUMBER:  361-855-0198 
 
PHONE EXTENSIONS: 
The extension number for your coach is 1 plus the room number (e.g. Hoff room 431 = phone 1431) 
 
  



EXPECTATIONS 
 
Students: 
1. will attend scheduled practices and competitions. 
2. will notify the coach of any conflict with a practice or a competition well in advance. 
3. will be in school on time the day after a contest.  
4. will do their best in all classes so as to achieve passing grades and to remain eligible to compete in 
UIL events. 
5. will abide by London High School’s Academic Policy, Honor Code of Conduct, and Dress Code.  
6. will put in personal time at home to study, practice, and/or rehearse for competitions. 
7. will use a planner, calendar, or some organizational tool in order to keep up with all in-class and 
extra-curricular assignments and activities.  
8. will listen to the ideas, suggestions, instructions, and directions of their coaches. 
9. will address any concerns/issues directly with your coach by setting up an appointment with your 
coach and following through with a respectful attitude. 
 
Coaches: 
1. will attend scheduled practices and competitions. 
2. will notify students of any conflict with a practice or a competition—before the scheduled event. 
3. will supply practice tests and contest supplies, as needed. 
4. will periodically check on the eligibility status of students in order to maintain our school’s UIL 
eligibility and reputation for excellence.  
5. will listen to the ideas and suggestions of students. 
6. will address any concerns/issues directly with students by setting up an appointment with them and 
following through with a respectful attitude. 
 
 

PARENTAL  SUPPORT 
 
Your parents are usually your most supportive fans and your greatest asset. Most parents are thrilled 
that their students want to compete and to excel in academic endeavors, as they know it should help 
you become more disciplined, more self-reliant, and more college-ready (and it looks great on your 
college resume’), so keep your parents informed about your activities. 
  
However, as a high school student involved in extra-curricular academic activities, you, of course, are 
the one responsible for making sure you get where you need to be when you need to be there, and you 
are the one who should address any issues or concerns you may have pertaining to the events in which 
you are involved.  
 
Most of the events in UIL academics don’t lend themselves to having a parent attend an event; it’s not 
like going to a football or basketball game. Parents cannot sit in on the spelling contest, for example. 
However, some events are open to spectators, i.e., debate, persuasive and informative speaking, and 
poetry and prose interpretation. Therefore, it is good to practice with your parents at home to help them 
be more involved (and to give you more experience in speaking before an audience).  



Contests 
 
1. Practice meets cost money. If you tell your coach you will attend, a fee is paid for you to attend and 
compete in that event (or in several events). You will need to pay if you do not compete, and some 
schools add on “drop” fees, which you will be required to pay back, in addition to what we have already 
paid for you to compete. 
 
2. Participants are to show up on time and ride the bus to the event. However, due to the nature of the 
academic meets, you do not have to stay all day. Your parent may pick you up from the event location 
with written notice signed by your parent and provided by you prior to boarding the bus. No student will 
be released to ride home with anyone other than your parent, unless previously arranged with an 
administrator and written notice is provided to the academic coordinator prior to the event. 
 
3. Conflicts in Activities: An individual student who attempts to participate in several extra-curricular 
activities will undoubtedly be in a position of a conflict of obligations. We are proud of you for your 
interest and will support your right to be involved in numerous activities, but we encourage you to 
schedule events in a manner to minimize conflicts. As a high school student, you have the responsibility 
to do everything you can to avoid continuous conflicts. This would include being cautious about 
participating in too many activities where conflicts are bound to happen. It also means immediately 
notifying the academic and athletic coaches involved in order for all of you to work out a solution. If a 
solution cannot be found, the principal and your coaches will make the decision based on the following: 
 

● The relative importance of the event (For example, a district event takes precedence over a 
practice meet; a bi-district event takes precedence over a district one.) 

● The importance of each event to the student  
● The relative contribution the student can make 
● How long each event has been scheduled 

 
Once the decision has been made and the student has followed the decision, he/she will not be 
penalized in any way by either academic or athletic coach.  
 

Lettering  Policy 
 
Participants who letter in UIL academic events at the district level and beyond are eligible for a patch or 
jacket, according to UIL guidelines.  To letter, participants must garner points for our school, based on 
participation, practice, and level attained in competition.  
 

We  hope  you  have  a  successful year  in LHS  Academics! 

Pirate  Pride--all the  way to  STATE! 

Roxanne Hoff, UIL Academic Coordinator 

rhoff@londonisd.net 



UIL Academic Events  
London High School 

Academic Event and Coach: 
Accounting, Bertha Redner 

Calculator Applications, Amy Navarrette 

Computer Applications, Holli Horton 

Computer Science, Holli Horton 

Congress Debate, Roxanne Hoff 

Copy Writing, Bertha Redner 

Cross Examination Debate, Roxanne Hoff 

Current Issues & Events, Tina Melde 

Editorial Writing, Bertha Redner 

Feature Writing, Bertha Redner 

Headline Writing, Bertha Redner 

Informative Speaking, Roxanne Hoff 

Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Roxanne Hoff 

Literary Criticism, Stephanie Salazar 

Mathematics, Nancy Rendon 

News Writing, Bertha Redner 

Number Sense, Nancy Rendon 

Persuasive Speaking, Roxanne Hoff 

Poetry, Stephanie Salazar 

Prose, Stephanie Salazar 

Ready Writing, Stephanie Salazar 

Science, Thomas Grubaugh 

Social Studies, Tina Melde 

Spelling & Vocabulary, Roxanne Hoff 

Academic Coach Contact Information: 

Thomas Grubaugh Room 422, Ext. 1422 

Roxanne Hoff  Room 431, Ext. 1431 

Holli Horton  Room 323, Ext. 1323 

Tina Melde  Room 416, Ext. 1416 

Amy Navarrette  Room 413, Ext. 1413 

Bertha Redner  Room 430, Ext. 1430 

Nancy Rendon Room 414, Ext. 1414 

Stephanie Salazar  Room 432, Ext. 1432 


